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Dear Representative Berfield, 

Congratulations on your recent election to the Florida House!  

As a constituent of yours and a resident of the On Top of the World community in Clearwater I 
want to bring your attention to an issue that I am very troubled by and hope that you will work to 
address in the upcoming legislative session. 

The legislation passed following the collapse of the condo in Surfside creates important 
deadlines and requirements to ensure the safety of condominium buildings in Florida.  However, while 
the Legislature intended to protect those of us who choose to live in condos, I am concerned that there 
will be unintended consequences that will make condo living unaffordable for me in the near future. 

First, the inspections mandated by SB 4D require all condominium buildings three stories or 
higher and more than 30 years old to be inspected by a licensed architect or engineer by the end of 
2024.  I am concerned that the On Top of the World Condominium Association may not be able to 
accomplish this due to the relatively small number of licensed architects and engineers compared to the 
significant number of condominium buildings and associations in the state. 

Next, I am concerned that condominium associations are no longer permitted to waive reserves 
for “structural components.”  These components include plumbing and foundation, among others, 
which have no knowable useful life.  Requiring my community to collect and hold reserves for the repair 
of these structural components will price myself and many of my neighbors out of our homes. 

I have been informed by my Association that there will likely be some technical changes made to 
the law this upcoming session. As a concerned constituent I ask you to please consider changes to the 
law that will allow associations to fund reserves in different ways rather than a one size fits all approach. 
Associations in Florida also need more time and clarity as to the milestone inspection program in order 
to comply with the new law. 

The collapse in Surfside was a tragedy and I support efforts to prevent that happening anywhere 
else.  I am concerned though that the legislation passed in the spring’s special session will make 
condominium living too expensive and force myself and my neighbors out of our homes and the 
communities that we enjoy so much. 

Thank you for your attention and I look forward to your response to my concerns. 

Sincerely, 

 

OTOW resident 

*Address 


